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Support Robust Rural Development
Programs in 2018 Farm Bill

The Farm Bill must include a robust rural development
title with programs to improve the quality of life in rural
America. It must facilitate the innovative work electric
co-ops do to generate and distribute electricity, help
consumers manage their energy use, deploy smart grid
tools, and manage the electric grid more securely and
efficiently. The Farm Bill must also support the role of
many electric cooperatives as important economic
development organizations in their communities.

Congress should enhance key Rural Development
Pregrlms in the Farm Bill, including:
'RUS Electric Loan Program (including the
‘Guaranteed Underwriter Program)
v Rnrnl Economlc Development Loan and

Utilities Service should provide grants in combination
with loans from RUS or cooperative lenders to overcome
those high-cost barriers. Additionally, rural America
should expect comparable broadband speeds as urban
citizens, and not subject to “second-class service."”

In the FY2018 Omnibus Spending Bill, Congress
provided $600 million for a new grant-loan pilot
program through the broadband loan program. That was
a good down payment, but much more will be needed
and grants should be available to be paired with any loan
from RUS or a cooperative lender. Significant
additional funding is needed in FY 19.

Congress should continue to prioritize bridging the
digital divide by:
v Establishing a permanent loan-grant
program at USDA’s Rural Utilities Service
v Dedicating significant funding to RUS for
loans and grants in FY2019

Stop PBGC From Overcharging Electric
Co-op Pension Plans

has recognized that pension plans like
Plan pose virnlalb' no risk of default. Yet,
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